REL 110 		Semester 172
Possible Topics Suggestion List:

The topics below all focus on change and adaptation in religions.  Such changes occur all the time as a religious group adapts to the changes in its physical, political, and social environments. Of special concern are the changes that occur when one group encounters another and enter into a process of ongoing exchange. These topics should be starting points in your research, but in most cases you will need to narrow them down.

Indigenous Religions
	
1. Comparison of religious similarities and differences between Polynesians in New Zealand and Hawaii.
	
2. The rise of the Ghost Dance Religion among 19th century Native Americans.

3. The rise and spread of the Sun Dance among contemporary Native Americans.


Hinduism

4. The remnants of Dravidian religion in the evolution of Hinduism.

5. Hindu responses to movements for Dalit liberation.

6. Changes in the rules regarding caste in contemporary India.

7. The growth of Krishna worship in the West.

8. The development of “forest mystics” and the Upanishads in Ancient India.

9. Changes in the role of women in Hinduism.

Buddhism

10. The development of Mahayana Buddhism.

11. The development of Vajrayana Buddhism. 

12. The role of Japanese Zen Buddhism in the creation of the samurai class.

13. The integration of Indian Buddhism into the caste system. 

14. The role of Buddhist monasticism in the development of nationalism in Myanmar.

15. The support of Japanese Buddhism for Japan’s imperial expansion in WWII.

16. The resurrection of female monasticism in Buddhism.

17. The spread of Nichiren Buddhism in the West.

18. The conflict between Sokka Gakkai International (SGI) and the Nichiren priesthood.


Sikhism

19. The development of militancy in Sikhism. 

20. The contemporary spread of Sikhism among Westerners.

21. The changing status of Women in contemporary Sikhism.

22. The role of the Sikhs in promoting interfaith cooperation.


Chinese Religions

23. The influence of Daoism on Chinese Buddhism.

24. Buddhist influences on Daoism.

25. Confucian influences on Buddhism.

Judaism

26. The influence of Zionism on American Judaism. 

27. The creation of Hasidic Judaism. 

28. The creation and development of The Jewish Renewal Movement in the USA.





Christianity

29. The influence of The American Revolution on the development of American Evangelicalism. 

30. The role of God-fearers in the spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire.

31. The effect of the French Revolution on the Roman Catholic Church.

32. The development of National Socialist Christianity in Germany.

33. The influence of the Ottoman Empire on the development of Eastern Orthodox Christianity. 

34. The growth of Eastern Orthodox Christianity beyond its ethnic boundaries. 

35. The role of Conservative politics in the development of American Evangelicalism.

36. Tensions between Catholics and protestants in contemporary Germany.

37. The rise of Liberation Theology among Roman Catholics in Latin America.

38. The growth of Pentecostalism in contemporary Africa.

39.  The growth of Protestant Evangelicalism in contemporary Latin America.

40. Tensions between Christians in Ache and the Indonesian government.

41. Buddhist-Muslim conflict in contemporary Bali.

42. The conflict between the Chinese government and the Vatican over the appointment of Chinese bishops.

43. The creation and spread of Christian spiritualism.

Islam

44. The influence of Indian mysticism on Muslim Sufism. 

45. The creation of the Nation of Islam in the US. 

46. The rise of orthodox Sunni Islam among African Americans. 

47. The effect of the 911 bombings on American Islam.



New Religious Movements

48. The creation of Vietnamese Cao Dai. 

49. The development of Wicca. 

50. The creation of Baha’ism.

51. The creation and spread of Theosophical Society.

52. The creation and spread of Anthroposophy in Europe and America.

53. The creation and spread of the Native American Church in the United States.



Religion and Culture

54. The recent growth of beliefs in reincarnation beliefs among Europeans and Americans.

55. The growth of Christian yoga.

56. The spread of Buddhist meditation practices in the West.

57. Cross-cultural comparisons of martyrdom.

58. Cross-cultural comparisons of the practice of sacrifice in the development of religions, both historical and contemporary.
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